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Today, Mayan indigenous communities from Chiapas, Mexico continoeyanize their
resistance against imposgmblitico-economic programs associated with globalizatibna recent visit to
indigenous communities in the Highlands of Chiapashserved a growing resistance movement against
the Plan Puebla Panama (PPP). Introduced by President Vicente Fox, the PPP is a massive economic
development project that includes southern Mexico and Centraédra. Following hundreds of
indigenous, civil society and nongovernmental organizatinonmerous indigenous communities and
nongovernmental organizatiorstrongly criticizes the PPP for benefiting only rich people and
corporations.Indigenous communitiewho havesympathizd with the ongoing resistance of the
Zapatista movement emergesince1994R 2 y Qi 2 LJJ2aS LINPINBaad / 2y i NI NB G2 i
LIS2LIX S 6K2 YAAAYOISNIINBG GKSANI NBSaradl yOSveitya WwWaidl eAay3
but not by becomingnaquiladora(sweatshop) workers or exploited in other postmodern forms of
slavery. The territory affected by PPRnighe heart of coffee productionMost indigenous people in
Chiapas areoffee producersbut imposed market pries and free trade policies have forced entire
families of coffee producelisito extreme poverty and hunger. They kndivwst hand that free trade is not
beneficial to poor people. They seek out alternative development, investing their efforts into organic
production and fair tradehanks to the support of numerous Americana and European solidarity
organizations

The economic trendf dobalization known in Latin America as neoliberalidms intensified a
worldwide economic inequalityyet, it is uncleahow the international spread of neoliberal policies
affectsthe formation of indigenous and international social movementsth/ffequent international
networks of communication facilitated by the usetbé Internet, new sociamovementsand
internationd political activism are emerging around the issue of indigenous culture, environmental
protection,labor rights and iman rights Several social scientists argue that with the integration of
Mexico into the global econongollective actors are dismantledopllective identities are annihilated and
spaces of communicative interactions are shrinkigyeral contrasting¥Méxicosemerge from the
economic crisis produced by the global econoifiye nodern Mexicgidentified with the supporters of
the NAFTAcortrasts with the ebellious Mexicpidentified with the indigenous organizations of Chiapas
and their ongoing rebellion and resistance against the dehumanization of neoliber@lenindigenous
communities of Chiapas resisting neoliberalism do not reflsieadization in itselfRather they resist
only one edge of theoubleedged swordf globalizationOnthe one side, globalization has a destructive
form reflected in processes of declining capacity for collective action from the part of marginalidd rac
groups and classes of society. On the other side, globalization produces a process of sot@llation
in the creation of new strategies of resistanddiese contrasting views reflect what is generally identified
as globalizatiodfrom-above, meaing the neoliberalism and other imposed trendsd the globalization
from-below, meaning the international networks of information, identities and actions of grassroots
groups and organizations.

Globalizatiorfrom-above, particularly neoliberalism, NA&&nd PPP explain the persistence of
poverty and violence in Chiapas. Corp@ashave been interested ithe rich land of Chiapasincethe
early 1980s. The government of Carlos Salinas de Gortari, after he claimed the presidency in disputed
elections in1988, further implemented the integration of Mexico into the new global econdadycated
at Harvard University, Salinas favored neoliberal economic reforms in place of land reforms implemented
after the 1910 Mexican RevolutioNAFTA became the cleargsth 3y 2 F G(KS aSEA Ol Y 3I23SNy"
program of integraibn into the neoliberal economyCertain sectors of Mexican and international civil
society criticize NAFTA and the economic global integration of neoliberalism for breaking up social
dimensions such a®mmunicative interactions, critical public spheres and collective identities. In other
words, neoliberalism in Mexico tends to undermine cultural traditions and increase poverty.

Integration of Mexico into the world economy has affected corn producedifferent ways.
Chiapas, along with Guerrero and Oaxaca, is one of the largest producers of corn surpluses, which are
then exported to the rest of MexicfiFox and Navarro 1992)With the 1986 signing of the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATatgr renamed World Trade Organization (WTO), and the



implementation of NAFTA in 1994, the governmbagan tofavor large scale producers of agricultural
products Fuit, vegetable and cattle weramong the mosexportedproducts Smaliscale producersfo

corn and beans, such as the indigenous cooperatives in the Highlands of Chieygasegatively

impacted by these agreements. The government did not protecpttoelucers ofcrops from foreign
competitors who imported tons of cheap corn and other crags the Mexican market. Absent
protectionist policies favored the integration of local, regional economies into the world economies but
made peasantndigenous communities of Chiapas more vulnerable to the syrld fuctuation of global
capitalism

The 1910 Mexican Revolution wanteddisange inequality and marginalizatibg creating the
system of land ownershifihe socalledejidog andrestitute land to indigenas communities.
Unfortunately, in Chiapas an effective redistribution of land was stoarrive, blocked by politically
powerful landowners. Thirty years after the revolution, about 50 percent of the land in the Highlands was
held byejidosof communal farms, but the wealthy and politically powetadinominority retained the
best landsand the esources to develop these landBhe incomplete land redistribution and the low
quality of the landhat was returned to indigenous communitiesore of the main reasons why land
remains one of the main concerns of the indigenbvuisig inthe Hghlands. For more than 80 years, this
incomplete land distribution insured the maintenance of economic inequality between landowners and
indigenous communities in Chiapas. Many agree that, even after numerous social and economic programs
promoted between 940-1980, high levels of economic inequality and poverty continue to characterize
the indigenous populations of Chiapas mainly because of the lackce$sito land and its resourcdsven
thoughsome scholarbave challenged the assumption that land refonever arrived in Chiapas, it has
been recognized that only a few communities managed toegdblands in the Highlanddany acted
too late, but many others never received state support of their claims or only received a minirtiahpo
of their claims

With the 1992 amendment of Article 23 the Mexican Constitutionthe Mexican government
eliminated the inalienable guarantee of communal propertydpdos allowing them to be sold, rented or
mortgaged. This reform ended land redistribution anddmat possible for foreign investors to buy or
invest in existingjidolands. Although the reformed Article 27 recognizes the specificity of indigenous
LS2L) SQa OfFAY G2 LINRPGSOGA2Y 2F GKSANI fIyRa y2 L22aAiil’
protection. For many indigenous peasants, this reform represented the killing of hope. Indeed,
Subcomandante Marcos indicated that this was the ultimate act of betrayal that pushed the Zapatistas to
bear armsidThe government really screwed us, now that theyddestroyed Article 27, for which Zapata
and his revolutionaries fought. Salinas de Gortari arrived on the scene with his lackeys, and his group, and
in a flash they destroyed it. Our families have been sold down the river, or you could say, they lhave sto
our pants and sold them. What can we do? We did everything legal that we could so far as elections and
organizations were concerned, and to no a&éHl Tiempd-ebruary6, 1994).

Thegoal of the reform was to open the market to the strategiportt y OS 2 F /. KA LI aQ f I y|
Chiapas land is extremely important for Mexico and the United Statesmiptfor its wealth of resources
but also because of its geographic position as the corridor of communication between North and South
America. These econdminterests t@k precedencever the promotion of adequatgpolitical
negotiationsand authentic democracy. Although the Mexican government offered pronoies
guarantees that indigenousjidolands would not be alienateanost indigenous groups that arenable
to repay the loans made in joint enterprises on communal lands, dostdheirland. Consequently, the
reform of Article 27explains theshift of many indigenous communitien civil to violent resistance

Economic inequalities and land stglgs are not the only explanation of poverty among
indigenous communities. Racism goes handand with povertyMost Chiapas indigenous communities
have long histories of being victims of a double marginalization. Beginning in the late 1960s, Mayan
descendants of the Highlands realized how both their social conditions of poverty and their ethnic identity
as indigenous contributed to themarginalization and exclusio8ocial scientists explainK A I LJ- & Q



contradictory reality of poor people living in ahitandas a sort of conspiracy against indigenous people.
Mayan descendants living in Chiapas are among the most impoverigidexicadQ & LJ2 LJokeid G A 2 v
marginalized conditions are not caused by lack of economic resources or because their conditions of
underdevelopment. Rathef, K A | mdkgiédlization is produced by unjust political and social structures
based on the exploitation of land aride exclusion of indigenous people. At the local leiredjgenous
peopleperceive their marginalized conditiors @aused byhe adverse intentions of economic and

political institutions.

Indeed the distribution of power and wealth within Chiapas has changed very little in the last
fifty years.But racism has even deeper roots in Mexican socldistorical racialliscrimination clearly
contributes to the marginalization and exclusion of Chighag RA 3 Sy 2 dza L2 LJdzZ | GA2y ® ¢ KNP d
history, indigenous populations have never been considered for government projects. Mexican
nationalism has historically pided a nationalmestiz (mixed race) identity, in opposition tadian
identity. In the Mexican national ideology ofestizaje appearance and behavior, not ancestry and
descent, are the key indicators of racial identity. So, an indigenous person can trahésendher
indigenous identity by adopting theestizoo SKI GA2NARX Of 20 KAYy3 YR YIYyYySNa 27
way, Mexican nationalism has adopted a racist attitude towarditl® WLY RAlF yQ LIS2 L)X S K2 O2
show theexternal cultural signs of thetraditions andcontinue to livein poverty. This negative
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percentof thfS  LJ2 LJdzf | G A 2 y .IMést dtheyindigehoyis pbidiatindt oSM2xico8(percent) is
concentrated in the southern states of Chiapas, Oaxaca, Guerrero and Yucatan.
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at the ndigenous of Chiapas to recognize the contradictory consequences of economic and cultural
impositions.
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What can indigenous people teach in the increasingly globalized world? The indigenous people of
Chiapas neither seek independence from Mexico nor do they oppose globalization by seeking isolation
from the rest of the world. Rather, they propose a stgi@here ethnic, cultural, religious, political, and
gender relations are built upon respect and dignithey want to be recognized for their diversity, values,
and long tradition of resistanc@hey appeal to humanity for the recognition of their digrtitg  WLIS2 LX S 2 F
O 2 Nufoczarry in their blood and skin the color of the eaffieir ongoing struggle and suffering do not
resolve in open conflict or terrorist actions. Rath#ireir example of pacific resistance in search of peace,
justice and dignity asuman beings reminds us about the power of nonvioleferhaps in the increasing
debate betweersupportersandresisters ofjlobalization the indigenous communities of Chiapas provide
new pacifist and effective alternativegheir experiences as pacifigsister indicate how th€hiapas
struggle is actually our struggle as it refleatgional and global struggle fdlne recognitionof cultural
diversity. In Mexico, the political struggle ignited by the neozapatista indigenous movement reflects global
challenges for the recognition of minorityghts, selfdetermination, and the just integration afiversity.
TheChiapas peace accords;salledSan Andres Accords on Indigenous Rights and Culteseshes us to
consider culturébeyond folkloristic imageand invites us tdink cultural and ethnic identities with
economic, political, and human rights dimensiofRsom Chiapasomes a lesson fayur neighborhoods,
cittesandstated 1 Q& | fSaazy 2F ONARIAY I RAQDStNFclossh S&Z 0dzA f RA
cultural dialogue as crig strategies for social justice and world peace.



Dr. Marco Tavanti with Rosa Mendez, MayaTzotzilcommunityleaderin the Highlands of Chiapas (March 2002)1998, just a few days after the Acteal
massacreRosa anather young leaders of Las Abejas residtesl Mexican Armyor occupyingheir only source of water in the internally displaced caofip
Xoyep,Cheralho, ChiapasThsfamous La Jornada photeecame the symbol of women resasice.Dr. Tavantivas the first person to shar copy othis
image with Rosa and her family




